
In 2005, Jim received the first annual Roper St. Francis
Foundation Physician Champion Award for his
leadership and devotion to patients and the Charleston
medical community. As an active member of the medical
community, he could not simply retire. He became
involved as a volunteer physician and Board Chairman
for Barrier Islands Free Medical Clinic. He was an
advocate for providing healthcare services to those in
need.” BIFMC Medical Director, Richard Ulmer, MD,
reflects on the legacy on Dr. Hayes: “…he was a friend and
colleague for decades, splendid physician, superb leader,
family man, great listener, man of few words,
outdoorsman, proud Citadel graduate, lover of a good
story or joke. All of  us and all of our patients are greatly
in his debt every time that we walk into the clinic, both
for the building itself and for the professional
atmosphere within.” 

A member of the graduating class of 1960 and an
exemplar of lifetime service, Dr. Hayes was also awarded
the posthumous Doctor of Humanitarian Service degree
from The Citadel, "For his unwavering support of the sick
and uninsured, and for his many contributions to the
medical community of the Lowcountry."

On behalf of all of us at the Clinic, our Dr. Hayes is
deeply missed and never forgotten. We are honored to
celebrate his life and legacy each year, coming together
in the spirit of sportsmanship and giving.

The Clinic Family is proud to honor longtime BIFMC
Board Chair and Volunteer Physician, Dr. James Hayes,
through our Annual Sporting Clays Tournament to
support free health care in his namesake. 

Dr. Hayes joined the free medical clinic in 2009, first
serving as a volunteer primary care physician. In 2010,
Dr. Hayes joined the Clinic Board and was elected Board
Chairman in 2011. He continued to provide inspirational
leadership and vision for the next nine years.
His obituary states, “Jim was board certified in Internal
Medicine and practiced in Charleston for 35 years. Over
these years, he was an active member in Charleston
County Medical Society, Medical Society of South
Carolina, South Carolina Medical Association, South
Carolina Society of Internal Medicine, and was a Fellow
in the American College of Physicians. He served on
many boards and committees to improve healthcare in
the Charleston community. As a former board member
of the Medical Society of South Carolina and Roper
Hospital, he played a pivotal role in the 1997 merger of
St. Francis and Roper Hospitals. 
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